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It's Friday afternoon:; Let's do
some sports and enjoy ourselves

Lisa-Monique HEYROTH | HfA2PY 235HH

On a sunny Friday in May members of the department found themselves on a playground near the dormitories of SNU
to participate in several different games to win the grand prize of 1 000 000 Won. Team “p wave” P &l (undergraduate

students) vs team “s wave” S & (graduate students) prepared themselves for the different challenges ahead.

The first game “tug of war” or H2FEL2|7] started just fine. The two teams facing each other; prepared with special
gloves and determination in their eyes gave their all. Several lengths of rope had to be pulled over the line to take the win.
Everyone on the side line cheered loudly for their team, pushing it further. Under immense effort the Graduate students
took the first win. And the following game, “dodgeball” or I|7 started just as enthusiastically. Since my High School
Graduation | haven't played L7t so it was fun going into the game with those memories and my ambitioned team mates.
Two games were played and Team P wave took the win, being very fast, organised and cheered on loudly. The next game
was the “OX Quiz” or OX #Z=. A one on one game. Several tricky statements had to be identified as true or false. | gave
my best but failed very early. Still it was fun watching how sometimes no one, then a lot or just a few had to leave the
game. The last two persons standing, one S wave team member and one P wave team member. It was tight, it was tense

and the winner was Ol

The following game was “soccer” or S7L. S wave vs. P wave again and it was tight. All the players did their best to
present the audience an exciting game. Team P wave went ahead and played well together giving Team S wave had a
hard time, but they fought back strongly. Close to the end of the game finally a goal, worth three points, for Team S wave.
Finally, after several well-prepared passes from the team, | was able to get the ball behind the line and | felt so relieved
and happy. This led to a penalty shoot—out. Each team chose their scorer and prepared them. It was very close, but the
S wave girls saved the win. Cheering the girls who volunteered shooting was so much fun for me. Everybody well done
and congratulations! It was so tight and exciting. The last game “relay” or 0]X{E2]”7]| included a lot of partner work, funny
utensils and a lot of cheering again. Flippers, three—leg run, piggyback rides and more made the last game a lot of fun. In
the end Team S wave took the overall win and everyone participating went to a nice dinner near A2, where they
chat away and got to know each other. An overall exciting afternoon and evening. It was the first time for me but | felt just

like everyone else, | am a member of the team and we work together and have fun. Let’s go next year!

As a foreign student it is not easy to connect to already existing friend groups. It is a lot in the beginning. New area,
different working style, different language, a lot of bureaucracy. So, having events like this is a great opportunity to meet
people outside of the own lab and get to know them, trying to speak Korean. The first semester is over and | learned a lot.
| adapted to the culture quickly, observing and mimicking the people surrounding me until it became natural for me. | found

some friends, which is not easy and | managed to get used to university life again. The system is very different from home
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and | struggled but could always ask for help during the lectures and out of lectures. All the time | felt very welcomed and
positively accepted from everyone | met, while | just tried to be myself. Nowadays | enjoy the lunch and dinner sessions
together with my colleagues, trying to improve my Korean, doing sports, talking about culture differences and Korean
culture in different aspects. There are still things which are new or | have to get used to, get comfortable with, but | think
it will take no time. So much happened since | arrived in Korea and | can’t believe the next semester and chapter will start

soon.

Tug of war/ M2FECI2|7| blue: S wave, pink: P wave (credits: SGTL/ X| 22| HTA)
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